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FOREWORD

According to the annual Corruption Perception Index
published by Transparency International in February 2018,
Nigeria ranked 148 out of 180 countries, scoring 28 out of 100
maximum points. Thus, Nigeria is the 32nd most corrupt nation in
the world. In fact, in West Africa, Nigeria is the second most
corrupt country out of 17 countries, leaving only Guinea Bissau
behind. This conﬁrms that grand-corruption, political corruption,
nepotism, favouritism and bribery still persist at all levels and in
all sectors within the country.
It is quite worrisome that despite the anti-graft effort of
successive governments, the country has not made much
headway. Incredibly, even those who are saddled with the
responsibility of ﬁghting corruption are sometimes perpetrators
of the same problem they are ﬁghting. Cases abound of senior
ofﬁcials of anti-graft agencies facing charges for corruption
themselves. This puts the country on the brink of destruction as
currently, Nigeria is like a house built on the sand of corruption but
whose people expect it to withstand the calamities and afﬂictions
that go with such quest.
There is no smoke without ﬁre; but when it comes to
corruption, several factors contribute to its continued existence.
While many opine that poverty is the grand cause of corruption, it
is evident that there are many poor Nigerians who are honest.
Every now and then, we hear of someone returning a lost but
found bag containing valuables, despite being in need
themselves. Conversely, most of the politicians facing charges
for corruption are already rich. Hence, greed, unemployment,
illiteracy, weak government institutions, moral depravation and
lack of God-consciousness are all contributory factors to the level
of corruption witnessed in the nation.
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You can hide the burning ﬁre, but you cannot hide the
smoke. The effect of corrupt practices on individuals and the
society cannot be over-emphasized. Corruption is believed to be
the single most critical factor responsible for the nation's pitiable
economic and political state, despite our country's abundant
human and natural resources. Indeed, if this country is to take its
rightful place in the comity of nations, all concerned and caring
hands must be on deck to banish corruption from our land. This
requires a holistic approach to ﬁghting against corruption; and
the role of religious institutions and leaders in achieving this has
so far not been sufﬁciently appreciated.
Nigerians are generally a group of overtly religious
people, and most citizens profess either Christianity or Islam.
Both religions uphold certain ideals and values, which if imbibed
and lived by their adherents, would help to build a corruption-free
society. Islamic teachings espouse the ideals of honesty,
trustworthiness and excellent morals; and condemn all forms of
evil and corrupt practices, for “Allah does not love corruption
(fasad)” (Qur'an 2:205).
Islam makes it everybody's responsibility to resist
corruption, but for religious leaders, the responsibility is even
greater. The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) mentioned the story of
some people from the early times who were devout and morally
upright, but they did not caution their people who were engaging
in evil. When God wanted to destroy that land, He instructed the
angels to start with those scholars. This shows the enormous
responsibility that religious leaders have, to caution and guide
their followers away from acts of corruption.
In fact, prevention of evil/corruption (dar' al-mafasid)
which is one of the two major objectives of Islamic Law (Shari'ah)
is agreed by most Muslim jurists and scholars to take precedence
over promotion of the common good/beneﬁt (jalb al-masalih).
Thus, Muslim scholars must realize the need to mobilize all
available resources towards eradicating corruption in the society.
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It is thus with pleasure that we have put together this
material to serve as a resource for Muslims, Islamic scholars and
preachers in their efforts to tackle the menace of corruption. Its
contents can hopefully be incorporated into sermons (khutbahs),
radio and television talks, lectures, and other media in order to
sensitize the populace on the effects of corruption, the Islamic
perspectives on corruption, how to avoid and cure it.
We want to commend and appreciate the Research team
of the Da'wah Institute of Nigeria (DIN) and the Development
Initiative of West Africa (DIWA) for their relentless efforts in the
compilation of this material. The efforts of DIWA towards the
successful execution of the whole anti-corruption campaign are
here acknowledged and we are grateful to Allah for their role. We
thank Rev. Fr. George Ehusani and the Lux Terra Leadership
Foundation (LTLF) for their initiative and partnership in this and
other efforts. And we are also most grateful for the full support of
the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation in this
programme.
We pray that the reward of whatever good comes from
this effort goes to everyone who contributed or contributes to it,
and that we are able to impact positively on the future of Nigeria
and beyond.
Peace, mercy and blessings be with you - Wassalam
alaykum wa rahmtullah wa barakatuhu.
Muhammad Nuruddeen Lemu,
Director, Research and Training,
Da'wah Institute of Nigeria (DIN),
Islamic Education Trust (IET), Minna
Muharram 1440 AH. (September, 2019)
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INTRODUCTION

The spate of corruption in Nigeria still continues despite
the efforts by successive governments at curtailing its menace.
The hydra-headed corruption has continued to blight our affairs
and put Nigeria at the lower rung of the development ladder.
If the monstrous corruption must be tamed, an all-inclusive
approach must be taken. This approach must be able to bring all
stakeholders in the nation to account and strengthen the citizens
to become anti-corruption ambassadors.
Abu Sa`id al-Khudri (r.a) narrated that the Prophet (pbuh) said:
“Whosoever amongst you sees evil let him change it with
his hands; and if he is not able, then with his tongue; and if
he is not able, then let him hate it in his heart, and that is
the weakest of faith.” (Sahih Muslim, hadith no. 186)
Al-Nu`man bin Bashir narrated that the Prophet (pbuh) said:
“The example of the person abiding by Allah's order and
restrictions in comparison to those who violate them is
like the example of those persons who drew lots for their
seats in a boat. Some of them got seats in the upper part,
and the others in the lower. When the latter needed water,
they had to go up to bring water (and that troubled the
others), so they said, 'Let us make a hole in our share of
the ship (and get water) saving those who are above us
from troubling them. 'So, if the people in the upper part left
the others to do what they had suggested, all the people
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of the ship would be destroyed, but if they prevented
them, both parties would be safe.” (Sahih Al-Bukhari,
hadith no.2493)
Hence all participants in the Nigerian project must join
hands to salvage the Nigerian Ship from being destroyed by
corruption.
Anas bin Malik (r.a) narrated that the Prophet (pbuh) said:
“Help your brother, whether he is an oppressor or he is an
oppressed one”. People asked, "O Allah's Messenger
(pbuh)! It is all right to help him if he is oppressed, but how
should we help him if he is an oppressor?" The Prophet
(pbuh) said, "By preventing him from oppressing others."
(Sahih al-Bukhari, hadith no.2444)
One powerful yet often neglected stakeholder that can
help in holding people back from corrupt practices is the religious
institution. This institution, led by religious scholars, is vital in the
effort to stem the tide of corruption in Nigeria as a vast majority of
Nigerians profess either Islam or Christianity as their faith. It is
undeniable that the two religions do not support corrupt practices
in any guise. Therefore this booklet intends to highlight the
Islamic perspective and approach to all forms of corruption using
the Qur'an, Sunnah (i.e., the tradition of the prophet) and Athar
(i.e., the deeds and sayings of the companions of the prophet and
the two generations after them) as a tool to ﬁghting corruption
within the social enclave.
We have come to a time in our national life where we must
join voices, irrespective of religious, ethnic or tribal differences, to
chart a new course to combat corruption head-on as it is a major
obstacle that has deﬁed the Nigerian solution since
independence.
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In the same vein, this booklet also highlights the roles of
Muslim Scholars and leaders in the ﬁght against corruption, and
the effect of these corrupt practices on our national life if not fully
and adequately addressed.
The Prophet (pbuh) said:
“Allah does not punish the individuals for the sins of the
community until they see the evil spreading among
themselves, and while they have the power to stop it, do
not do so.” (Ahmad).
A renowned Scholar, Ibn Taimiyyah said: “This is why
those who are in authority are of two groups: the scholars and the
rulers. If they are upright, the people will be upright; if they are
corrupt, the people will be corrupt.” (al-Istiqamah, 1403)
It is our hope that the message in this manuscript will further help
in the effort to arrest the menace of corruption in Nigeria.
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WHAT IS CORRUPTION?

Corruption according to the United Nations is a complex
social, cultural and economic phenomenon affecting all
countries. According to the World Bank, corruption is the abuse of
public ofﬁce for personal gain. For Transparency International
(TI), corruption is the misuse of entrusted power for private gain.
Corruption is such an endemic societal ﬁasco that Ian Senior
(2006) of the London Institutes of Economic Affairs referred to it
as the “World's Big C”.
The Latin origin of the word corruption is corruptus, or
corrumpere. It means spoiled or break into pieces; to destroy or
destruction. Corruption can thus be interpreted as the destruction
of order, rules, justice, fairness, rights, norms, values, trust,
peace and harmony, love, opportunity, humanity, etc.
It is in this light that the Islamic concept of fasad
appropriately describes corruption. In Islamic texts, therefore, the
word used for corruption is fasad, which Allah has frowned at in
many verses of the Qur'an. Allah says:
“… and God does not love corruption (fasad)”. (Q2: 205).
He also said in another verse:
“Corruption has appeared on land and in the sea as an
outcome of what men's hands have wrought: and so He
will let them taste (the evil of) some of their doings, so that
they might return (to the right path)” (Q30:41)
Corruption according to Islam is an evil, ungodly behavior
and it is prohibited, hence, it attracts Allah's wrath on the corrupt
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people and those who have the capability to stop them but do not.
Prevention of corruption in all its types is one of the two
major aims, goals or objectives that the Islamic law (Shari'ah)
seeks to achieve. This is referred to by Muslim scholars as dar' alMafasid (avoidance/prevention of harm/evil/corruption). The
second objective of Shari'ah is accruing or the enhancement of
good and beneﬁt which are also referred to as Jalb al- Masalih
(promotion of the common good/beneﬁt). In other words, the
second objective is similar to anti-corruption.
Al-Fairuz Abadi while deﬁning fasad in Q30:41 said: It is to
take people's property/money unjustly (Basairu Dhawi al-Tamyiz
ﬁ Lataif al-Kitab al-Azeez). This deﬁnition conforms to some of the
deﬁnitions above.
Furthermore, while one can see that there is no agreed
deﬁnition of corruption by Muslim scholars due to the complexity
of the phenomenon; one will observe that all of them have agreed
that corruption is negative, ungodly and damaging. This is why
Allah Himself said that He does not love corruption.
“…and Allah does not love corruption” (Q2:205).
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CAUSES OF CORRUPTION

Several causes of corruption have been identiﬁed and
they include:
Weak Government Institutions
There is a continuous call to strengthen the government
institutions to be more responsive in the effort to eradicate or
curtail corruption. While there have been efforts put in place by
the government to address the issues through the creation of
several anti-corruption agencies such as the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and Independent and
Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC), there is still much work to
be done to strengthen the system against corrupt practices.
These agencies will not record signiﬁcant success except the
following institutions are strengthened and cleansed of
corruption.
i.

The Judiciary –It is sad to see the independence of many
of these anti-corruption agencies being compromised by
some corrupt judges when they preside over cases of corrupt
individuals and ofﬁcials. Islam takes a very strong position on
fairness and equity of the judges. They must stay away from
any temptation and tendency to be unjust.
Ibn Buraidah (r.a) narrated from his father that the Prophet
(pbuh) said:
“Judges are of three (types), two of whom will end up
in Hell and one will be admitted to Paradise (as
follows): – One who judges according to his desires;
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he will be in Hell. – One who judges with no
knowledge; he will end up in hell. – And one who
sticks to the truth in his judgments; he will be in
Paradise.” (al-Mustadrak, hadith no. 7013).
In another narration, A'ishah (r.a) narrated:
The people of Quraish worried about the lady from
Bani Makhzum who had committed theft. They
asked, “Who will intercede for her with Allah's
Messenger?” Some said, “No one dares to do so
except Usamah bin Zaid the beloved one to Allah's
Messenger.” When Usamah spoke about that to him,
Allah's Messenger (pbuh) said, “Do you try to
intercede for somebody in a case connected with
Allah's Prescribed Punishments?” Then he got up
and delivered a sermon saying, “What destroyed
the nations preceding you, was that if a noble
amongst them stole, they would forgive him, and
if a poor person amongst them stole, they would
inﬂict a ﬁxed (and severe) legal punishment on
him. By Allah, if Fatima, the daughter of Muhammad
(pbuh) stole, I would cut off her hand.” (Sahih alBukhari, hadith no.3475).
The Nigerian judiciary must be strengthened to quickly and
adequately sanction and punish offenders appropriately. This
will serve as deterrents to others who may want to perpetrate
any act of corruption.
ii.

The Civil Service: Some government ofﬁcials
shamelessly request for bribes before rendering service to
clients. It is common to see ofﬁcers at government institutions
process only the papers of those who pay bribe. Those who
demand that the appropriate and ofﬁcial process be followed
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are frustrated to a point of towing the line of bribery. Lots of
funds are siphoned through the civil services as occupying
some positions are seen as opportunities to steal and
embezzle.
iii.

The Law Enforcement Agencies: This has been
described by some reports as the most corrupt government
institutions with the highest reported and unreported cases of
open extortion and bribery. Instead of enforcing the laws and
dealing with offenders, some ofﬁcials of Nigerian law
enforcement agencies are out to extort money and free
offenders.

Poverty and Unemployment
The high rate of poverty and unemployment has made
majority of Nigerians willing to participate in any act of corruption
provided that such will help put food on their table. Poverty has
made a lot of youth lose their dignity. While it is a common maxim
that an idle hand is a devil's workshop, poverty and joblessness
cannot be taken as a tenable excuse to become corrupt.
Societal Demands and Pressure
The Nigerian social setting is programmed to demand a
high ﬁnancial commitment to communal support without minding
the source of the money being given or spent. There is also the
common saying of 'chop make I chop'. The political and social
landscape places a huge ﬁnancial burden on both appointed and
elected ofﬁcials and there is the social expectation that holding a
position of public trust is to enrich the ofﬁce holder. Those who do
not enrich themselves through public ofﬁce are taken to court of
public opinion and hanged for being unwise and foolish. Islam
takes seriously the abuse of public trust and does not offer any
excuse for so doing.
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Abu Humaid bin Sa`d As-Sa`idi (r.a) reported:
The Prophet (pbuh) employed a man from the tribe of AlAzd named Ibn al-Lutabiyyah to collect the Zakah. When
he returned (to the Prophet with the collections), he said:
“This is for you while this (other wealth) is a gift presented
to me. (So, it is mine).” So, the Messenger of Allah (pbuh)
stood on the pulpit, praised Allah, extolled Him and then
he said, “Why does an ofﬁcial whom I send (on a mission)
say: 'This is for you and this has been presented to me as
gift'? Why did he not stay in the house of his father and
mother to see whether gifts will be given to him or not? By
(Allah) in Whose Hand is the life of Muhammad, if any one
of you takes anything (wrongfully,) he will bring it on the
Day of Resurrection, carrying it on his neck…“ Then he
raised his hands till we could see the whiteness of his
armpits and repeated twice, “O Allah! Have I conveyed
(Your Commandments)?” (Sahih Muslim, hadith
no.6979)
Poor Emoluments and Welfare Package for Workers
With high rise in inﬂation as well as poor pay and welfare
package for the majority of employees in civil service, public and
private sectors; the gap between the rich and the poor is
becoming wider. An ofﬁcial with a very poor pay, in most cases,
will be a willing hand in the execution of corrupt practices for a
paltry amount of Naira. Thus, for corruption to be adequately
addressed there should be an introduction of social services to
cater for the need of the poor and destitute within the society.
Taking care of employees' welfare has been emphasized
in Islam. This includes providing them with basic needs and
paying them reasonable wages or salary without any delay.
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Establishment of zakat is another measure considered by Islam
to address the social and economic imbalance within the society.
The Prophet (pbuh) is reported to have said:
“Whoever appoints a worker for us and he does not have
house, help him get a house. If he does not have a wife,
help him get married. If he does not have an animal (to
ride), help him have one…” (Musnad Ahmad, hadith
no.18015)
With regard to paying workers without any delay, It was
narrated from 'Abdullah bin 'Umar that the Messenger of Allah
(pbuh) said:
“Give the worker his wages before his sweat dries.” (al-Sunan
al-Sughrah, hadith no.2258)
It was reported that Umar bin Abdul Azeez (a pious Caliph
described as the 5th most righteous Caliph) used to give his
workers sufﬁcient wages and more. Some of them used to get
100 dirham monthly, some 200 dirham while some others got
more.” (Syrah Umar bin Abdul Azeez, p.143)
It was also reported that during his reign, the zakat taken
from the rich were distributed amongst the poor to such an extent
that money was so abundant and people so contented that there
was nobody willing to accept zakat.
Poor Religious Understanding
Ignorance of many people including Muslims about the
prohibition of certain corrupt practices, its evils and dangers is
another major cause of corruption in Nigeria. This has made
corruption to be ﬁrmly rooted in our society. We live in a time when
people see bribery as a gift; students see engaging in
examination malpractices and whispering answers to other
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colleagues in examination hall as cooperation and helping one
another; Lecturers see forcing students to buy handouts as a
business! Saddening it is that they sometimes misquote Qur'anic
texts or hadith to justify their corrupt practices!
Anyone with the understanding of the religious position
on the wrath and punishment awaiting those who participate in
corruption will ﬂee from it. There are several scriptural warnings
against injustice and corruption.
Allah Says in the Qur'an
''And do not consume one another's wealth unjustly or
send it [in bribery] to the rulers in order that [they might
aid] you [to] consume a portion of the wealth of the people
in sin, while you know [it is unlawful]” (Q2:188)
“And O my people! Give full measure and weight in justice
and reduce not the things that are due to the people, and
do not commit mischief in the land, causing corruption.”
(Q11:85).
In the same vein, Allah cursed those who cheat people
while selling.
“Woe to those that deal in fraud. Those who, when they
have to receive by measure from men, exact full
measure. But when they have to give by measure or
weight to men, give less than due. Do they not think that
they will be called to account? On a Mighty Day” (Q83: 16)
As regards bribery, the prophet (pbuh) is reported to have
cursed the briber and the bribed” (Sunan Abu Dawud, hadith
no.3582)
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He also said about malpractices:
“Whoever cheats us is not among us” (al-Mustadrak,
hadith no.2156)
It is enough deterrent to remember the chastening fate
that awaits the corrupt individual in the grave and the hereafter.
“And incline not toward those who do wrong, lest the Fire
should touch you, and you have no protectors other than
Allah, nor you would then be helped.” (Qur'an 11:113).
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FORMS OF CORRUPTION IN NIGERIA

Various forms of corruption in Nigeria have been
identiﬁed. These include:
Abuse of Power
This is when the authority over people conferred on a
person is being abused. In this case, someone in position of
authority uses the authority to make decisions or appointments in
his/her interest without considering the interest of the general
masses. Islam discourages any forms of abuse of power either
directly or indirectly.
There is the narration given by Ibn Abd Al-Hakim:
Anas (r.a) said that a man from the people of Egypt came
to 'Umar ibn Al-Khattab and said, “O leader of the
believers, I seek refuge in you from injustice!” 'Umar
replied, “You have sought someone willing.” The man
said, “I competed with the son of Amr ibn Al-'As and I won,
but he started striking me with a whip and saying: I am the
son of the digniﬁed!” Upon this, 'Umar wrote to Amr
ordering him to travel to him with his son. He came with
his son and 'Umar said, “Where is the Egyptian?” He
gave him the whip and told him to strike the son of Amr.
The man started striking him while 'Umar was saying,
“Strike the son of the illiterates!” Anas said, “By Allah, the
man struck him and we loved his striking, and he did not
stop until we wished he stopped.” Then 'Umar said to the
Egyptian, “Direct it to Amr.” The Egyptian said, “O leader
of the believers, it was only his son who struck me and I
have settled the score.” 'Umar said to Amr, “Since when
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did you enslave the people though they were born
from their mothers in freedom?” Amr said, “O leader of
the believers, I did not know about this and he did not tell
me.” (Ibn Abdil Hakam,Futuh Misr, 290).
`Ma`qil bin Yasar (pbuh) reported that he heard the
Messenger of Allah (pbuh) saying:
“Whosoever is given authority by Allah over a people,
then he dies while he had betrayed those under his rule
shall be deprived of Paradise” (Sahih Muslim, hadith
no.380)
Misuse of government funds and properties
This involves any kind of unjust and inappropriate use of
government properties, diversion of public funds, and conversion
of public property for private beneﬁt. This is highly discouraged in
Islam. Khaulah bint `Amir (r.a) reported that the Messenger of
Allah said:
“Some men abuse Allah's Property (that is, public money
and funds). They will go to Hell on the Day of
Resurrection“. (Al- Bukhari).
One of the stories narrated about Umar bin Abdul Aziz,
was a story of how he was strongly against using the lamp
belonging to the government when he wanted to discuss a matter
concerning his family with his son. He said: Remember my son,
the lamp that I am using while I am working belongs to the
government. The gas for the lamp was bought with the
government's funds, while the matter that you wish to discuss
with me is a family matter." [Al-Bidayah wa Al-Nihayah].
Examination Malpractices
Examination malpractices involve any act of cheating
before, during and after examination. It involves any effort to copy
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from another student, copying from pre-prepared answers during
the examination or making efforts to inﬂuence the score of a
student after an examination. Any act that gives a student unfair
advantage over the others is described as malpractice. This
practice is so prevalent in the society today that the question
arises whether the Nigerian higher institutions certiﬁcates are
worth more than the paper on which they are printed. More
disheartening a consequence is the quality of graduates being
churned out by these institutions.
Islam acknowledges the devastating effect of this evil of
malpractices as the Messenger of Allah (pbuh) said:
“Whoever cheats us is not one of us.” This includes
cheating in dealing with others and cheating in
examinations.
Favouritism
This is a practice of giving unfair preferential treatment to
one person or group at the expense of another. This is when
some or a group of people are made to receive beneﬁts they have
not earned or deserved. This practice has become the norm of
the day in Nigeria as there have been cases of religious and
ethnic favouritism in appointments, contract awards and so on.
This has stiﬂed the much desired national growth and it corrupts
the land. In Islam, justice and equity is demanded. Thus Allah
says:
“O you, who have believed, be persistently standing ﬁrm
in justice, witnesses for Allah, even if it be against
yourselves or parents and relatives. Whether one is rich
or poor, Allah is more worthy of both. So follow not
[personal] inclination, lest you not be just. And if you
distort [your testimony] or refuse [to give it], then indeed
Allah is ever, with what you do, acquainted” (Q4:135)
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Plagiarism
According to plagiarism.com, plagiarism is to steal and
pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own, to use
(another's production) without crediting the source, to commit
literary theft, or to present as new and original an idea or product
derived from an existing source. In other words, plagiarism is an
act of fraud. It involves both stealing of someone else's work and
lying about it afterwards. Allah says:
“And, do not cloak (and confuse) the truth with falsehood.
Do not suppress the truth knowingly” (Q2:42)
Inﬂuence Peddling
Inﬂuence peddling is the illegal practice of using one's
inﬂuence in government or connections with persons in authority
to obtain favours or preferential treatment for another, usually in
return for payment. Also called trafﬁc of inﬂuence or trading in
inﬂuence.
Fraud
According to the Business Dictionary, Fraud is an act or
course of deception, an intentional concealment, omission, or
perversion of truth, to gain an unlawful or unfair advantage,
induce another to part with some valuable item or surrender a
legal right, or inﬂict injury in some manner.
Allah says:
“Woe to those that deal in fraud, those who when they
have to receive by measure from men, exact full
measure. But when they have to give by measure or
weight to men give less than due” (Q83:1-7)
The Prophet (pbuh) is reported to have said in hadith related by
Abu Huraira, r.a., that:

19

"A believer is frank and decent, whereas a wrongdoer is
deceitful and blameworthy." (Sahih al-Bukhari).
Being honest and decent is a civil and religious obligation
and was thus endorsed by Islam as said by the Messenger of
Allah (pbuh). It also makes clear that it is not in the character of
the believer to be deceitful and blameworthy.
Deceit in all its form is prohibited and thus the prophet (pbuh) said
“whoever deceives us is not amongst us”. Nigeria has been
ﬂagged a high risk country on quite a number of international
ﬁnancial transaction platforms. A small number of Nigerians with
fraudulent behaviours have bought Nigeria a bad name within the
global landscape. We have been blacklisted in such a way that
the ﬁrst impression given about any Nigerian is that of fraud and
corruption.
Vote Rigging/Buying
Vote rigging is an illegal interference with the process of
an election, in a bid to alter the result of an election either by
increasing the vote share of a favoured candidate, cancelling out
the share of rival candidates or both. Methods adopted in election
rigging include electorate manipulation, manipulation of
demography, disenfranchisement, intimidation, vote buying,
misinformation, misleading or confusing ballot papers, ballot
stufﬁng, misuse of proxy votes, destruction or invalidation of
ballots and tampering with electronic voting machines.
Rigging violates the rights of the citizens to choose their leader
and is manipulative. This is not in line with the position of Islam
about transparency and freedom of expression.
Bribery and Extortion
Bribery is the act of giving money, goods or other forms of
recompense to a recipient in exchange for an alteration of their
behaviour (to the beneﬁt/interest of the giver) that the recipient
would otherwise not alter. Bribery is deﬁned by Black's Law
Dictionary as the offering, giving, receiving, or soliciting of any
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item of value to inﬂuence the actions of an ofﬁcial or other person
in charge of a public or legal duty.
Extortion is the criminal act of obtaining someone else's
money or other property through intimidation or false claim of
right. This act involves forceful demand of someone else's
property through coercion or bullying. It is a corrupt practice that
is rife in the Nigerian civil service and the police. According to
ﬁndlaw.com “Blackmail is a form of extortion in which the threat is
to expose embarrassing and damaging information about
someone to family, friends, or the public. Inherent in this common
form of extortion is the threat to expose the details of someone's
private lives to the public unless money is exchanged.”
`Abdullah bin `Amr (r.a) narrated that the Messenger of Allah
(pbuh) said:
“The curse of Allah is upon the one who offers a bribe and
the one who takes it.” (Sunan bin Majah, hadith no.2313).
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EFFECTS OF CORRUPTION
Corruption has a lot of negative effects on various aspects
of our existence. These effects are so enormous that if left
unchecked, the entire progress of any community is threatened
and peace and harmony may be lost. Some of the effects of
corruption are:
Effects of Corruption on People
Some negative effects of corruption as it affects the
individuals within the corrupt nation include:
i. Poor quality of services: In a corrupt system, there are
low quality services. Citizens are made to pay in the
demand for quality services. This is common in areas
such as electricity, healthcare, and even security! If a
student is able to get degree in the university via
malpractices and bribery, it will discourage the few ones
who are committed to learning.
ii. Lack of justice: Corruption in judiciary system, leads to
improper justice. And the victim of injustice might seek
vengeance if the judiciary does not aid him/her in
obtaining justice. A criminal may be left unprosecuted due
to confused evidence or erasure of evidence. Due to
corruption in the police system, the investigation process
may tarry for decades. This allows the culprits to roam
free and even engage in more crimes.
iii. Increased Chances of Unemployment: There is a
growing concern in the number of unemployable
graduates in Nigeria. This is largely due to lack of access
to critical tools, equipment and teaching aids by the
lecturers. The few available ones are outdated and
archaic, while funds released for books and equipment
are often mismanaged and misappropriated. The
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students are thus left alone to fend for themselves without
adequate guidance; hence they graduate into the pool of
the majority who are better referred to as educated
illiterates.
iv. Poor Health and hygiene: In countries with high amount
of corruption there are noticeably more health problems
among people. There is lack of potable water, good roads,
bad and adulterated food grains and supply, milk etc.
These low quality services result from the greed of both
government ofﬁcials and corrupt contractors. Even the
drugs provided in some hospitals are of substandard
quality. So all these can contribute to the ill health of the
common man.
v. Pollution: Pollution is mostly emitted in the form of water,
air and land. This pollution is from vehicles and factories.
The governments have the responsibility to reduce
pollution via regular check of vehicle emissions and also
industrial exhausts. Corruption of government ofﬁcials in
the environmental department has allowed untreated and
harmful waste into rivers and air. Because the ofﬁcers
have been bribed, there is absence of fair probes which
thereby expose the citizens to risk.
vi. Accidents: Issuance of driving license without adequate
test of the applicants driving skills leads to accidents and
death. Citizens are often issued a license when they are
willing to pay some corrupt ofﬁcials.
vii. Failure of genuine research: Research by individuals
needs government funding. Some of the funding
agencies have corrupt ofﬁcials that will not approve of or
hand over research funds until they have been properly
bribed, thus shutting out highly productive and
trustworthy researchers. This in turn affects the
development of the country.
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Effects of Corruption on Society
Some negative effects of corruption as it affects the
society generally include:
i. Disregard for ofﬁcials:
Citizens start disregarding and discrediting government
ofﬁcials as though they were all corrupt. This brings about
distrust and animosity towards ofﬁcials. A lower grade
ofﬁcer will be disrespectful to his/her superior; this lowers
the quality of citizens who are willing to work in corrupt
institutions.
ii. Lack of respect for Leaders:
Leaders of the nation like the president or prime minister
may lose respect among the public. Respect is a main
criterion in social life. People go for voting during election
not only with the expectation from their candidate's
promise to improve their living standards through policies
made, but they are also guided by the respect they have
for the leader. A corrupt leader (traditional, elected or
selected) loses respect in the eyes of the masses.
Effects of Corruption on Economy
Some negative effects of corruption as it affects the
economy of a nation include:
i. Decrease in foreign investment:
Cases abound of foreign investors who were willing to
invest in Nigeria withdrawing to neighbouring countries
due to high-handedness and corruption of public ofﬁcials
and the bureaucratic bottle-neck which abound in
government institutions.
ii. Lack of development:
Many new industries willing to get started in a particular
region change their plans if the region is unsuitable. If
there are no good roads, potable water and stable
electricity, companies will be reluctant to situate their
factories and ofﬁces in such community. Such
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communities then lose the employment opportunities and
attendant beneﬁts accruable to industrialized
communities. Thus the progress and job opportunities
that could beneﬁt the community are hindered.
The validation for most of those aforementioned effects of
corruption is stated in Q30:41 where Allah says:
“Evil has appeared on land and sea because of what the
hands of men have earned (by oppression and evil
deeds, etc.), that Allah may make them taste a part of that
which they have done, in order that they may return (by
repenting to Allah, and begging His pardon)”.
According to a number of Muslim exegetes such as Ibn
Kathir, As'ad Humid and Abdullah bin Abdulmuhsin al-Turki, the
word 'al-fasad' which is said to have spread on land and sea
means lack of rain, starvation, speed of illnesses, unrest,
tribulations etc. All these were said to be caused by evils
perpetrated by mankind and their disobedience to Allah. Those
evils will certainly include corrupt practices oppression and even
helping corrupt people or not condemning them.
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HOW ISLAMIC TEACHINGS
TACKLE CORRUPTION
Due to the effect of corruption on the individual and the
societies, Islam takes measures to ensure that corruption does
not get entrenched in the society, to begin with. Where corruption
already exists, Islam takes measures to combat it before it
becomes overwhelming. The prevention and treatment of
corruption has to be holistic and multifaceted. It has to aim at the
heart and conscience of the individual, his/her beliefs and
motivations behind behaviour and character, while also targeting
the structures, systems and functioning of society' various
institutions. Approaches to anti-corruption have to therefore be
ideological and spiritual, moral and ethical, administrative and
political, economic, social, legal and cultural. It should be both
individual and collective. While followership is critical, leadership
is imperative.
Below are some of those measures:
Teaching religious ethics, rites and inculcating good morals
A lot of attention is given to good conduct and character
by Islamic injunctions just as it gives attention to acts of
worship/religious rites and other aspects. This is because of the
vital role they play in molding people and shaping their behavior.
Good behavior and conduct help people become Godconscious, upright and God fearing.
Furthermore, they serve as immunity from vices and all
forms of ungodly activities and deeds such as oppression, theft,
bribery, lack of modesty which often lead to corruption.
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Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) is reported to have said:
“Among the early prophetic teachings that have reached
people is this: if you do not feel shame, (you will) do
what you wish.”(Sahih al-Bukhari, hadith no. 6120)
In order for people to see the importance of good
manners, Allah says:
“And verily, you (O Muhammad) are on an exalted
standard of character” (Q68:4)
The prophet (pbuh) was also reported to have said:
“The heaviest deed in the scale of a believer on the Day of
judgment is good character” (al-Adab al-Mufrad, hadith
464)
He was also reported to have said:
“The most beloved of you to me and the closest to my seat
on the day of Judgment are the best among you in
character” (Sunan al-Tirmidhi, hadith no. 2018)
“I was only sent to perfect good characters” (al-Sunan alKubra, baihaqi, hadith no. 21301)
In an effort to explain the importance of good manners, a
renowned Muslim poet, Ahmad Shawki, said:
“Nations will exist provided their good manners exist;
If their manners disappear they will also not exist;
Good manners are the source of your uprightness;
Assess the people based on characters, you will be
correct.”
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Concerning religious rites, Allah said in a number of texts
that those rites were ordained in order to achieve certain things or
beneﬁts. These include God consciousness, abstinence from evil
deeds and imbibing good behavior.
Regarding fasting Allah says:“
O you who believe! Observing As-Sawm (the fasting) is
prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those before
you, that you may become pious” (Q2:183).
On prayer He says:
“…and establish regular Prayer; for Prayer restrains from
shameful and unjust deeds; and remembrance of Allah
is the greatest without doubt…” (Q29:45)
If all parents, teachers, Imams and all concerned are
engaged in nurturing their wards on good conduct and morals,
immoral acts will certainly not overwhelm the society.
Appointing the right people in position
This is one of the measures Islam took to prevent
corruption. Whoever will be given responsibility, particularly
important positions, should be competent, trust-worthy, upright
and God fearing. Ignoring those qualities can easily lead to
perpetuation of evil acts. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) is reported
to have said:
It has been narrated on the authority of Abu Dharr who said:
‘‘I said to the Prophet (pbuh): Messenger of Allah, will you
not appoint me to a public ofﬁce? He stroked my shoulder
with his hand and said: Abu Dharr, you are weak and
authority is a trust, and on the Day of judgment it is a cause
of humiliation and repentance except for one who fulﬁlls
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its obligations and (properly) discharges the duties
attendant thereon” (Sahih Muslim, hadith no.1825)
Narrated by Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah (pbuh)
said:
“If the trust is misplaced, then expect the Time. People
asked: O Messenger of Allah. How can the trust be
misplaced? He said: If a task is given to a person who
does not deserve it, then expect the Time” (Sahih alBukhari, hadith no.6496).
Allah declared corruption as a forbidden act
The explicit declaration of corruption as a forbidden act by
Allah is to make people ﬂee from it.
In Q2: 205, Allah says:
“Now there is a kind of man whose views on the life of this
world may please thee greatly, and (the more so as) he
cites God as witness to what is in his heart and is,
moreover, exceedingly skillful in argument. But whenever
he prevails, he goes about the earth spreading corruption
and destroying (man's) tilth and progeny: God does not
love corruption (Fasad).
This is a categorical statement from Allah that corruption,
in all its forms, is an unwanted and undesired practice.
Stories of corrupt people in the past and how they were dealt
with by God
One of the effective measures Islam takes in addressing
corruption is to tell stories of some corrupt parties and how they
were punished. This is intended to serve as deterrent to those
who will come after them and may want to be corrupt.
Allah says:
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“Did you (O Muhammad) not see how your Lord dealt with
'Ad (people)? Who were very tall like lofty pillars. The likes
of which were not created in the land? And (with) Thamud
(people), who cut (hewed) out rocks in the valley (to make
dwellings)? And Fir'aun (Pharaoh), who had pegs (who
used to torture men by binding them to peg)? Who did
transgress beyond bounds in the lands (in the
disobedience of Allah). And made therein much
corruption/mischief (fasad). So your Lord poured on them
different kinds of severe torment. Verily, your Lord is Ever
Watchful (over them)”(Q89: 6-14).
Severe punishment for the corrupt people in the world
and in the Hereafter
Allah says:
“The punishment of those who wage war against Allah
and His Messenger, and strive to make mischief through
the land is: execution, or cruciﬁxion, or the cutting off of
hands and feet from opposite sides, or exile from the
land: that is their disgrace in this world, and a heavy
punishment is theirs in the Hereafter;” (Q5:33).
Allah speciﬁcally condemned a corrupt act which is taking
part of booty illegally in the following terms:
“It is not for any prophet to take illegally a part of booty
(Ghulul), and whosoever deceives his companions as
regards the booty, he shall bring forth on the Day of
Resurrection that which he took (illegally). Then every
person shall be paid in full what he has earned, - and they
shall not be dealt with unjustly” (Q3:161)
Making ﬁghting corruption a religious obligation
Another measure Islam considers is to make the ﬁght
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against corruption a responsibility and an obligation on those who
know and have the capability to do that. Neglecting this part
attracts Allah's wrath which may engulf both the corrupt and
others equally. Corruption is an evil act and a wrong-doing. Allah
and His Prophet (pbuh) had commanded us to enjoin right and
forbid evil. He says:
“Let there arise out of you a band of people inviting to all
that is good, enjoining what is right, and forbidding what is
wrong: they are the ones to attain felicity” (Q3:104)
Prophet Muhammad was also reported to have said that:
“Whoever sees an evil act among you should correct it
with his hand. If he is not able, then with his tongue, if he is
not able, then with his heart, but that is the weakest of
faith (Sunan Abu Dawud, hadith no.1442).
he consequences of not forbidding such an evil act is also
emphasized in both the Qur'anic and prophetic texts. Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) said:
“You either enjoin good and forbid evil, otherwise God will
engulf you with punishment, then you will invoke him and
he will not answer you” (Sunan al-Tirmidhi, hadith
no.2169)
Allah also tells us that a group of people among the
Israelites became disbelievers and they were cursed due to their
negligence towards forbidding wrong.
He says:
“Those of the children of Israel who were bent on denying
the truth have (already) been cursed by the tongue of
David and of Jesus, the son of Mary. That was because
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they rebelled (against God) and persisted in
transgressing the bounds of what is right. They would not
prevent one another from doing whatever hateful things
they did: vile indeed was what they were wont to do”
(Q5:78-79)
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CONSEQUENCES OF
CONDONING CORRUPTION
Islamic scriptural texts emphasize that corruption, just
like other grave sins, has consequences for the corrupt which is
certain. The consequences include Allah's anger, humiliation and
punishment in the world and in the Hereafter.
Allah categorically said:
“And Allah does not love the mischief maker (Mufsidin)”
(Q5:64)
He also said:
“And Allah does not love corruption (Fasad)” (Q2:205)
Numerous verses of the Qur'an has shown how Allah
dealt with those evil perpetrators before us which are enough
lessons.
About 'Ad, Thamud and Fir'aon who spread Fasad on earth, God
says:
“Did you (O Muhammad) not see how your Lord dealt with
'Ad (people)? Who were very tall like lofty pillars, the like
of which were not created in the land? And (with) Thamud
(people), who cut (hewed) out rocks in the valley (to make
dwellings)? And Fir'aon (Pharaoh), who had pegs (who
used to torture men by binding them to peg)? Who did
transgress beyond bounds in the lands (in the
disobedience of Allah) and made therein much
corruption/mischief (fasad) so your Lord poured on them
different kinds of severe torment. Verily, your Lord is Ever
Watchful (over them)” (Q89: 6-14).
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Allah tells us how He warned Qarun not to spread
corruption on earth for which he was later punished. The
Qur'an says:
“But seek, with the (wealth) which Allah has bestowed on
thee, the Home of the Hereafter, nor forget thy portion in
this world: but do thou good, as Allah has been good to
thee, and seek not (occasions for) mischief in the land: for
Allah loves not those who do mischief." (Q28:77).
Then Allah informs us how he was punished saying: “And
thereupon We caused the earth to swallow him and his
dwelling; and he had none and nothing to succor him
against God, nor was he of those who could succor
themselves” (Q28:81).
It is evident from the above mentioned verses that corrupt
individuals shall not go unpunished, because corruption is
oppression and an evil act which Allah does not overlook due to
its effects on innocent people and on the society.
Punishment of corrupt people in this world, which could
come in different forms, is sometimes delayed for various
reasons. Corrupt people are sometimes seen as being
prosperous, praised and even celebrated in some communities.
God had informed us that this is just a mere enticement
and respite (Istidraj) and that they will certainly be dealt with.
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said:
“Verily, Allah Almighty will give respite to the
wrongdoer until He seizes him and he cannot
escape.” Then the Prophet (pbuh) recited the verse,
“Such is the seizure of your Lord when he takes hold
of the cities while they are committing oppression.
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Verily, his seizure is painful and severe. ”(Q11:102)”
(Sahih al-Bukhari, hadith no.4686)
Similar to this is another Hadith where the Prophet (pbuh) said:
“If you see a sinner been given what he desires for in this
world with his sin, know that that is just an enticement
(Istidraj). Then he recited the word of Allah: “Then, when
they had forgotten all that they had been told to take to
heart, We threw open to them the gates of all (good)
things until – even as they were rejoicing in what they had
been granted – We suddenly took them to task: and lo!
They were broken in spirit”. (Silsilah al-Ahadith alSahiha, hadith no. 413)
A Muslim scholar, Ibn al-Jawzi said: “It is compulsory for a
sensible person to beware of the consequence of sins. Indeed its
hell is beneath the ash; its punishment may be delayed and it
could be early”.
Regarding consequences of corruption in the hereafter,
Allah said that they will not be granted paradise. The Qur'an says:
“As for that (happy) life in the hereafter, We grant it (only)
to those who do not seek to exalt themselves on earth,
nor yet to spread corruption; for the future belongs to the
Godconscious” (Q28:83)
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FIGHTING CORRUPTION

I.

Corruption is not only about bribes: People especially
the poor get hurt when resources are wasted. That's why it is
so important to understand the different kinds of corruption to
develop smart responses.
ii.
Power of the people: Create pathways that give citizens
relevant tools to engage and participate in their governments
– identify priorities, problems and ﬁnd solutions.
iii.
Cut the red tape: Bring together formal and informal
processes (this means working with the government as well
as non-governmental groups) to change people's behaviour
and monitor progress.
iv.
Use the power of technology to build dynamic and
continuous exchanges between key stakeholders:
government, citizens, business, civil society groups, media,
academia etc.
v.
Deliver the goods: Invest in institutions and policies –
sustainable improvement in how a government delivers
services is only possible if the people in these institutions
endorse sensible rules and practices that allow for change
while making the best use of tested traditions and legacies.
Imported models often do not work; they may be modiﬁed to
suit local needs.
vi.
Get incentives right: Align anti-corruption measures
with market, behavioral, and social forces. Adopting integrity
standards is a smart business decision, especially for
companies interested in doing business with the World Bank
Group and other development partners.
vii.
Sanctions matter: Punishing corruption is a vital
component of any effective anti-corruption effort.
viii. Act globally and locally: Keep citizens engaged on
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corruption at local, national, international and global levels –
in line with the scale and scope of corruption. Make use of the
architecture that has been developed and the platforms that
exist for engagement.
ix.
Build capacity for those who need it most: Countries
that suffer from chronic fragility, conﬂict and violence are
often the ones that have the fewest internal resources to
combat corruption. Identify ways to leverage international
resources to support and sustain good governance.
x.
Learn by doing: Any good strategy must be continually
monitored and evaluated to make sure it can be easily
adapted as situations on the ground change.
xi.
Self-disclosure – Speak out or send out clear signals
right at the beginning of your career that you stand by certain
ethical values and demonstrate such values in your work and
exhibit your honesty. Remember, honesty is doing the right
thing even when no one is watching! For entrepreneurs, it is
important to come out with a code of ethics while evolving the
systems for the enterprise and equally important is to stand
by those laid down codes;
xii.
Be sure that you do not become an object for
blackmailing – do not do anything which gives room for
others to blackmail you.
xiii. Be fair and transparent in all your actions. Fairness
comes when your action or decision does not make the other
party to lose. Such fairness must be visible to others. If at all
you had to violate any of the existing systems and
procedures, it has to be only to beneﬁt the organization and
do it in a transparent way. Soon you will realise that such
violations get updated to the existing systems and
procedures!
xiv. All the principles above can be put into practice only
when you know yourself and believe in yourself. With this
belief comes an absolute faith in God, no matter what; you are
bound to succeed.
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Persuasive Tendencies Leading To Corruption
A handful of individuals simply know how to sway the
undecided. In most situations, charisma, eloquence and
relationship help them to convince others to do as they ask. The
surprising part of the situation, according to the Harvard Business
Review (2001), is how eager those others are to do what is
requested of them, as if the persuasion itself were a favour they
couldn't wait to repay. Without question therefore, individuals can
be persuaded into perpetrating corrupt acts at various levels of
life's endeavour.
Behavioural scientists have conducted experiments that
shed considerable light on the way certain interactions lead
people to concede, comply, or change. Accordingly, Robert
Cialdini in his Inﬂuence: the Psychology of Persuasion
demonstrates that persuasion works by appealing to a limited set
of deeply rooted human drives and needs, and it does so in
predictable ways. Persuasion, in other words, is governed by
basic principles. The table below shows exploitation of
persuasion principles and suggested defense mechanisms.

Persuasion

Context

How it is exploited

Liking
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Defense

Reciprocity

Social Proof,
seeking
acceptance
and
conformity

39

Consistency/
Commitment

Authority

40

Scarcity

Source: Adapted from Lucifereffect.com
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Indeed, these principles of persuasion have also been
analyzed as strengths that could be harnessed to gain business,
economic, managerial and political advantages. However,
because they neatly codify our intuitive understanding of the
ways people evaluate information and form decisions, nothing
changes them from what they are – principles of social inﬂuence
that can be deceptively and coercively applied to foster
corruption and many other social vices. It is thus very important
to recognize the impact of these tendencies upon us and play
safe in order to avert the persuasive traps of corruption.
Below are some principles for preventing corruption
culled from the Corruption Prevention Training Manual of the
Anti-Corruption Academy of Nigeria (2007).
Principles of Corruption Prevention
Corruption prevention represents those plans and
mechanisms employed by entities in order to attain a speciﬁc
objective aimed at inhibiting corruption. These strategies or
mechanisms for crime prevention can also be applicable to
corruption prevention within any social structure.
I. Target Hardening: Using the instrumentality of policy to
make targets more resistant to attack or more difﬁcult to
remove or damage. This can include instruments such as the
Treasury Single Account, Regular transaction report to
stakeholders or Board, etc.
ii. Target Removal: Permanent or temporary removal of
vulnerable person(s) or property or process. Quite simply,
this means making sure that any object which the corrupt
individual is interested in is not visible or not reachable.
iii. Reducing Means of Committing Corruption: Using the
policies, especially administrative direction, to make sure
that material capable of being used to help a criminal commit
a crime is not accessible. E.g. transiting to a cashless
system.
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iv. Surveillance: Improving surveillance to obtain information to
nip corruption in the bud and deter perpetrators. This
includes ﬁnancial intelligence tracking (Suspicious
Transaction Reports [STRs], Cash Transaction Reports
[CTRs]) and life style checks.
v. Environmental Change: Creating an environment of
integrity which spurs individuals to act ethically. Setting a
system that encourages reward for hard work and
recognition for excellence.
vi. Rule Setting: Developing standard operating procedures
and regulations that reduce ambiguity and opportunities for
arbitrary exercise of discretion. And even where discretions
are to be exercised, there should be provided clear
guidelines for exercising such discretions with requirement
for accountability.
vii.Increase the chances of being caught: Developing
standard operating procedures and regulations that reduce
ambiguity and opportunities for arbitrary exercise of
discretion, impunity in criminal administration of justice,
using multiple check systems and improving reporting
systems such as whistleblower policies.
viii. Deﬂecting Potential Offenders: Monitoring past
offenders/perpetrators and ensuring there is adequate
support to boost their conﬁdence to desist from practices,
and avoid stigmatization.
Tips For Resisting Negative Inﬂuence
Below are some tips to resist negative inﬂuence, offered
by Philip Zimbardo in his The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How
Good People Turn Evil.
1. Let go of illusions of “personal invulnerability”: Do not
assume that you are invulnerable to acts of corruption. If it
can happen to them, it can happen to you.
2. Be modest in self-estimates: It's better to perceive yourself
as vulnerable and take precautions.
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3. Engage in life as fully as possible, yet be prepared to
disengage and think critically when necessary.
4. Be ready to say the three most difﬁcult phrases in the
world: “I was wrong”, “I made a mistake”, and “I've changed
my mind.” Dissonance and consistency go limp in the face of
self-honesty.
5. Separate your ego from your actions: Maintain a sense of
positive self-esteem that is independent from the occasional
failure and your imprudent actions at times.
6. Separate the messenger from the message in your mind:
Be aware of mental fatigue, wanting simple answers or short
cuts, and giving in to non-verbal tricks. There are no free
lunches and no quick paths to anything worthwhile – sloth
and greed breed gullibility.
7. Insist on a second opinion: Think about opportunities,
contracts, proposals and requests for commitments away
from the situation; never immediately sign on the dotted line.
Develop mental and intuition systems that acknowledge your
vague feelings of something wrong.
8. Try playing devil's advocate, be the deviant in a positive
way! Assess the reactions against you when the inﬂuence
agent says he/she is only doing this for your good.
9. In all authority confrontations: be polite, individuate
yourself, describe the problem objectively, do not get
emotional, state clearly the remedy sought, and the positive
consequences expected.
10. Never allow yourself to be cut off emotionally from your
familiar and trusted reference groups of family, friends,
neighbors, co-workers – do not accept putdowns against
them.
11. Remember that many ideologies are abstractions used
for particular political, religious, social, economic
purposes – always relate these to your values and question
if the means justify the ends.
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12. Think hard before putting abstract principles before real
people in following other's advice to act in speciﬁc ways.
13. Trust your intuition and gut feelings. When you sense you
are becoming a target of inﬂuence, put up your counterarguing mentality and dig down for sources for resistance.
14. Rules are abstractions for controlling behavior and eliciting
compliance and conformity – consider when, where and
why we have rules. Ask: who made the rule? What purpose
does it serve? Who maintains it? Does it make sense in this
speciﬁc situation? What happens if it is violated?
15. When trying to ﬁgure out reasons for unusual behavior yours or others - start by considering possible situational
forces and variables vs. judging the behavior as
“character”.
On the whole, the tradition in Islamic heritage is
concerned with high moral standards, ethics, values and norms
of behavior, which govern personal, professional and business
life of individuals, groups and nations. These standards, ethics
and values have much in common with other world religions and
are consistent with any socio-political and economic mechanism
of accountability, transparency, social inclusiveness and the rule
of law. More to that, Islam recognizes the illicitness of offenses
such as fraud, bribery and the seemingly inconsequential
offenses like forgery of documents. On the other side, Islam
recognizes and encourages the bringing to book of offenders by
way of commensurate penalties which include ﬁnes, seizure of
property, removal from ofﬁce and conﬁnement. It is pertinent
therefore to say that Islam detests corruption to the letter and is in
tandem with all relevant course, effort and framework that seek to
combat corruption.
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